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a clean idea

let us assume there is such a thing as – a clean idea.

how distinguish it from good or bad or any other type of 
idea?
how would it manifest?
who would come up with it?

as we try to give the term meaning and answer those ques-
tions the ¨clean idea¨ we come to envision, aims at order and 
hopes to eliminate the frustrations of uncertainty.
we may come at it alone, or in a group, but by its nature the 
idea would be one of exclusion, where things are either 
meticulously separated and partly discarded or lumped to-
gether and put into a single shape in order to place before 
ourselves. 

ultimately it is an idea of containment, of labeling and 
broad oversight - tabula rasa .
can it surprise that if only for the sake of our own well 
being, that perhaps we have all been tempted to harbour 
such an idea?
after all, we have intelligently tried to safeguard against 
bad ideas, we have grown unpatient with just the good ideas, 
don’t ascribe to brilliancy and lack time for fantasy -
we seek results now! 

having observed we ask to conclude: Would this not denote 
the antithesis to ¨idea¨?
because, merely to organise ones surroundings according 
to personal outlook is perhaps not a defining feature of 
what makes us human?
think of the complexity of birds nests, wild beasts defend-
ing and marking territory.



1in 1938 le corbusier the famous swiss architect and plan-
ner of ¨monopoly capital¨, laid bare four of the six exhibits 
at the Town Planning Congress in Johannesburg. one was 
of a ¨native township¨, the sixth was a model for the replan-
ning of central cape town.
the designs for cape town showed huge free-standing slab 
constructions marching from the docks towards the moun-
tain. district six was virtually planned out of existence 
replaced by a single hotel surrounded by a vast accreage of 
greenery. the whole of woodstock and salt river had disap-
peared under huge blocks of le corbusian worker `cells`.  

1 quote: le corbusier undated
2 excerpted from: ideology and urban planning: blueprints of a garrison city / Don 
Pinnock

2. . .through surgery we must create order, through organi-
sation we must make manifest the spirit of a new age. . . 
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series of 10 paintings Acrylic on canvas 30 x 30 cm
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Mopping up District Six 
Videostils from the Performance 29th November 2013
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khaya in action





 adderley street  2013 spray/acrylic/oil on canvas 100 x 150 cm





on part of a residency programm, yvonne and me along with 
our daughter smilla had the fortune to visit an undescribable 
country with an immensly diverse culture. 

johannesburg, where we spent the first 3 month of our half 
year residency in south africa, proved just as memorable and 
productive a time as does now, towards the end of our stay, 
cape town.
as artists we caught the notion that we were here to immerse 
ourselves and experiment.

greatmore, the name says it...
is maybe not Great in every sense of the word, but it is more 
then that. with its emerging and more established artists, its 
a place you walk in and instantly get to know everybody. this 
really encouraged us to work in the open and benefit.

the underlying theme for this exhibition came as a  bit of a 
surprise.
yet history was made young in South Africa in 1994. the throb-
bing accuteness of this is vividly felt and heard through 
loose mixtures of loud clicking, rolling r`s and a distinct pid-
gin. naturally we felt compelled, along with countless other 
artists working in this country to unearth and make sense of 
its slightly more distant past. so it became that somewhere in 
there our own national culture had us enmeshed.

khayalethu witbooi quickly proved a logical choice to seek 
collaboration with. working at greatmore his urban approach 
coupled with his witty understanding to translate thoughts 
and ideas into images is seen in his deft workover of the re-
produced sketch we provided him. 

leif bennett december 2013, cape town  





Yvonne Mueller was born 1973 in Basel, Switzerland. 
After her BA in fine Arts she worked with photography, 
painting and video. 
From 2009 on she concentrated on architectual interior 
details and created site specific installations with photog-
raphy, painting and objects.
She is interested in creating an illusion at the threshold 
of the 2nd and 3rd dimension. She recently won a prize for 
a competition ¨art in architecture¨ in Basel.
Yvonne has participated in two art residencies, the first in 
Paris at the cité international des arts and is currently 
participating in her second one together with her husband 
leif bennett, three months at the Bag Factory in Johannes-
burg and three months at the Greatmore Studios in Cape 
Town.

www.yvonnemueller.net



Leif Bennett, born 1974 in Schaffhausen Switzerland
Is a self taught artist. Excursions in to music, writing and 
construction work, preceded his decision to singularly 
concentrate on the ¨fine arts¨ in 2003.
In 2007 he completet an internship with an architectural 
firm and subsequently won a competition for art in a public 
space.
Since 2007 he is a board Member of an artist run space in 
basel.
he has taken part in numerous Exhibitions in and around 
Switzerland. his latest exhibition was at the ¨Kunstmuseum 
Schaffhausen¨ where he showed his passion for darkroom 
work. 

The works shown in this catalog resulted from their stay 
in Cape Town. Usually working independently of each other 
this is the first time they did collaborative work for an
exhibition.





Khayalethu Witbooi was born and grew up in Uitenhage in 
the Eastern Cape province of South Africa. After matricu-
lating in 1995 he did a college course in draughtsmanship 
and started working as an illustrator for an architectural 
firm while doing freelance work for The Argus newspa-
per in Cape Town (court sketches, cartoons etc.) and later 
painting portraits for interested clients. In June 2010 he 
was selected to join the Good Hope Artist’s Studio pro-
gramme where he was given a studio and the opportunity to 
paint full-time. 

He has only recently started producing the collage style 
paintings that is currently on show at Worldart. This style, 
inspired by artists ranging from Picasso to Asha Zero, is a 
style of painting where it appears as if the different images 
were glued onto the canvas, but were, in fact, all painted 
and stencilled onto the canvas.
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